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GOD’S COURT OF JUSTICE

Hear now what the LORD says:

“Arise, plead your case before the mountains,

And let the hills hear your voice.

Hear, O you mountains, the LORD’s complaint,

And you strong foundations of the earth;

For the LORD has a complaint against His people,

And He will contend with Israel.”

Micah 6:1-2



The Defendant God

The Plaintiff The People of God

The Jury The Mountains and Foundations of the Earth

The Judge The God of the Cosmos



THE DEFENSE

“O My people, what have I done to you?

And how have I wearied you?

Testify against Me.

For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,

I redeemed you from the house of bondage;

And I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and 

Miriam.

O My people, remember now

What Balak king of Moab counseled,

And what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,

From Acacia Grove to Gilgal,

That you may know the righteousness of the Lord.”

Micah 6:3-5



A HISTORY OF GOD’S FAVOR

• Delivery from slavery of Egypt

• Provision of godly leaders such as Aaron, Moses, Miriam

• The intervention of Balaam with Moab

• From Acacia Grove (Shittim) to Gilgal



Then the children of Israel moved and camped in the plains of Moab on the side of the Jordan across from 

Jericho.

Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. And Moab was exceedingly afraid 

of the people because they were many, and Moab was sick with dread because of the children of Israel. So 

Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now this company will lick up everything around us, as an ox licks up 

the grass of the field.” And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. Then he sent 

messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the sons of his 

people, to call him, saying: “Look, a people has come from Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and 

are settling next to me! Therefore, please come at once, curse this people for me, for they are too mighty 

for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that he whom you 

bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”

So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the diviner’s fee in their hand, and they came 

to Balaam and spoke to him the words of Balak.  And he said to them, “Lodge here tonight, and I will bring 

back word to you, as the Lord speaks to me.” So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam.



Then God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these men with you?”

So Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, saying,  ‘Look, a people has 

come out of Egypt, and they cover the face of the earth. Come now, curse them for me; perhaps I shall be 

able to overpower them and drive them out.’ ”

And God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.”

So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, “Go back to your land, for the Lord has 

refused to give me permission to go with you.”

Numbers 22:1-13



“In the days of Shamgar, son of Anath,

In the days of Jael,

The highways were deserted,

And the travelers walked along the byways.

Village life ceased, it ceased in Israel,

Until I, Deborah, arose,

Arose a mother in Israel.

They chose new gods;

Then there was war in the gates;

Not a shield or spear was seen among forty 

thousand in Israel.

My heart is with the rulers of Israel

Who offered themselves willingly with the people.

Bless the Lord!

“Speak, you who ride on white donkeys,

Who sit in judges’ attire,

And who walk along the road.

Far from the noise of the archers, among the watering 

places,

There they shall recount the righteous acts of the Lord,

The righteous acts for His villagers in Israel;

Then the people of the Lord shall go down to the gates.

Judges 5:6-11



RITUAL DEFENSES REJECTED

With what shall I come before the Lord,

And bow myself before the High God?

Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings,

With calves a year old?

Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,

Ten thousand rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

Micah 6:6-7



WHAT GOD RESPECTS

He has shown you, O man, what is 

good; and what does the LORD 

require of you but to do justly, to 

love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

your God?

Micah 6:8

• To do justice

• To love mercy

• To walk humbly with God



THE NATURE OF THE JUDGE

So it was, when all the kings of the Amorites who were on the west side of 

the Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard 

that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the 

children of Israel until we had crossed over, that their heart melted; and 

there was no spirit in them any longer because of the children of Israel.

Joshua 5:1



THE NATURE OF THE JUDGE

So it was, when they had finished circumcising all the people, that they 

stayed in their places in the camp till they were healed. Then the LORD said 

to Joshua, “This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” 

Therefore the name of the place is called Gilgal to this day.

Joshua 5:8-9



THE NATURE OF THE JUDGE

And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and 

behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to 

Him and said to Him, “Are You for us or for our adversaries?”

So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come.”

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What does my 

LORD say to His servant?”

Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, 

for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.

Joshua 5:13-15
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